
Fire Island

Visitor Programs and Events—October 2016

National Public Lands Day—Patchogue River Cleanup 
Sunday, October 16, 10 am–3 pm, Patchogue/Watch Hill Ferry Terminal 
The National Park Service, Village of Patchogue, Greater Patchogue Chamber of Commerce, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension and surrounding Patchogue River businesses invite you to participate in the first-ever Patchogue River 
Cleanup! Start the day off at the Patchogue Watch Hill Ferry Terminal for important information about the day’s 
activities and clean-up locations, and to pick up your clean-up supplies. Enjoy maritime music by the Shipmates and 
family friendly activities throughout the day including river-themed activities, children’s story time and crafts. Both 
land-based and boat-based clean-up options will be available and individuals with private vessels are encouraged to 
sign up. For more information email:  fiis_information@nps.gov or call 631-687-4770.

Seashore Dynamics Educator’s Workshop
Saturday, October 15, 12:30 pm–4:30 pm, Wilderness Visitor Center 
Explore the wind, waves, and sand, and use Fire Island National Seashore as your outdoor classroom. Discover the 
forces that shape the barrier island with this hands-on workshop, designed to address NYS Learning Standards 
for middle and high school grades. Activities include beach profiling, mineral identification, and wind and wave 
measurements. Workshop participants will receive lesson plans for use in the field and classroom settings, and a 
certificate upon completion. Space is limited, registration required. 
To register contact: Alexandra_Sliney@nps.gov or call 631-687-4772. 

CALLING ALL EDUCATORS!

Save the Date: Educator’s Open House
Tuesday, November 8, 10 am–2 pm, Patchogue/Watch Hill Ferry Terminal 
Fire Island National Seashore offers endless opportunities for student learning and discovery. Educators of all grade 
levels and disciplines are invited to this open house to learn about the many ways Fire Island can be utilized as an 
informal classroom to meet student learning objectives. Shoreline dynamics, climate change, ecological succession, and  
colonial and maritime history are just a few of the topics that can be explored.  Learn how to book a field trip, pick up 
free lesson plans, and more. 
For more information contact fiis_information@nps.gov  or call 631-687-4780.



William Floyd Estate
Call for information: 
631-399-2030
Parking is available on site.

Old Mastic House Tours
Fridays–Sundays & Holidays 
10 am–4 pm (every half-hour)
Tours are limited to 10 people.
Visit the historic home of William 
Floyd and be guided through multiple 
generations of change from the 1720s 
to the 1970s. The furnished 25-room 
Old Mastic House is only available by 
guided tour. Last tour leaves at 4 pm.

Old Mastic House:
A Simple Architectural Tour
Saturday, October 15
10 am–11:30 am
Reservations Required.
See examples of Colonial, Victorian, 
and Greek Revival architecture among 
the many styles represented at Old 
Mastic house over the past 250 years. 
18th century doors, post and beam 
framing, 12 over 12 windows, and 
other details will be explored.  

Documents in Stone
Saturday, October 29
10 am–12 pm
Reservations Required.
This examination of the Estate’s 
historic grave markers provides a 
unique introduction to genealogical 
research. Explore the materials they 
were made of, foot stones, kinship and 
burial characteristics. Learn about the 
origins of the “Death Head” and do a 
gravestone rubbing. 

For information and updates: 
twitter.com/FireIslandNPS, 
facebook.com/FireIslandNPS, 
www.nps.gov/fiis 
or email: fiis_information@nps.gov

Wilderness Visitor Center
Call for information: 
631-281-3010  
Parking is available at 
Smith Point County Park.

Creatures of the Night
Friday, October 28
5:30 pm–7 pm
Learn about nature’s nightlife on Fire 
Island. After an indoor presentation, 
head out into the night to look and 
listen for bats, chilly crickets, and 
other nocturnal creatures. Dress for 
the outdoors. 

Fire Island Lighthouse
Call for reservations and 
information: 631-661-4876
Parking is available at Field #5, 
Robert Moses State Park

Tower Tours
Weekdays, 1 pm–4 pm
Weekends, 10 am–4 pm
42” Height Requirement.  Fee.

Ghost Stories and Legends
of Fire Island
Saturday, October 22
7 pm–8:30 pm
Listen to tales of eerie happenings 
along the barrier beach. Dress warmly; 
bring a flashlight and blanket. Come 
early for spooky boathouse and crafts 
starting at 5:30 pm. Tower tours will 
be available from 4 pm–6 pm at the 
regular fee. 

Harvest Season Botany
Sunday, October 30
2 pm–3:30 pm
Fresnel Lens Building
Its harvest season along the 
boardwalks and beaches of Fire Island.  
Summer flowers have turned to fruit 
and autumn leaves are falling. After a 
short indoor presentation, take a 
guided botanical ramble around the 
Fire Island Lighthouse. Learn plant 
identification, natural history and 
folklore.  For more information email: 
fiis_information@nps.gov or call 
631-687-4780.


